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NATIONAL LIBRARY OF CANADA: SERVICES FOR 
PUBLISHERS AND RECORDING COMPANIES 


Created in 1953, the National Library of Canada is at the heart 
of the country’s library network. The National Library has three 
primary responsibilities: to promote the development and use of 
Canada’s library resources; to acquire, preserve and make 
accessible the nation’s published heritage; and to support Cana- 
dian studies, for the benefit of all Canadians. 


As part of its fulfillment of these responsibilities, the Library 
provides several programs and services for those organizations 
and individuals who issue books, microforms, periodicals and 
sound recordings in Canada: 


e The ISBN and ISSN programs, administered by the Library; 


e The Canadian Cataloguing in Publication (CIP) Program, 
coordinated by the Library; 


© Canadiana, the national bibliography of publications and 
sound recordings, created and published by the Library; 


e The Legal Deposit program, implemented by the Library. 


WHAT IS LEGAL DEPOSIT? 


“Legal deposit” is the term applied to the statute that requires 
copies of Canadian publications and sound recordings to be 
deposited with the National Library. 


The principle behind legal deposit is widely accepted and prac- 
tised internationally. In Canada legal deposit applies not only to 
commercial producers, but to any individual or organization 
issuing publications or recordings ‘for public distribution or 
sale’, in the words of the National Library Act. Legal deposit is 
the most practical and effective method of building a com- 
prehensive national collection. 


WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF LEGAL DEPOSIT? 


All deposited materials become part of the National Library’s 
permanent national collection, available for consultation in the 
Library and preserved for generations to come. Thus the study 
of all aspects of Canadian society is facilitated, benefitting both 
the general public and those with specialized research or 
cultural interests. 


Most of the materials received through legal deposit are also 
listed and described in Canadiana. This bibliography, which is 
updated continuously, documents the output of Canadian 
publishers and recording companies and is used as a source 
for bibliographic and ordering information in Canada and 
elsewhere. Therefore, it is essential that published materials 
and recordings be deposited immediately after release. A listing 
in Canadiana provides significant publicity to authors, 
publishers, composers and musical artists: for example, re- 
searchers learn about the availability of just-published works, 
and commercial distributors obtain necessary details for 
purchase orders. 


WHICH MATERIALS ARE SUBJECT TO LEGAL DEPOSIT? 


By Book Publishers: Under the National Library Act, publishers 
are required to send to the National Library copies of work 
which a) have been wholly or partially manufactured in Canada, 
or b) have a Canadian publisher’s imprint on the title page. 
Copies should be sent at the publisher's expense, and without 
a specific request from the Library, within one week of 
publication. 


Two copies are required of: 


e Trade books on all subjects; 
e Textbooks on all subjects; 


e Publications of professional bodies, philanthropic asso- 
ciations, learned societies, educational institutions, and other 
organizations; 


e All types of reference works; 

e Paperback or pocket book editions; 

e Pamphlets; 

e Publications consisting wholly or mainly of music; 
e Art books, print portfolios and limited editions; 


® Looseleaf services and amendments. 


tennessee 


Only one copy is required of: 


¢ Books whose retail value exceeds fifty dollars; 


e Educational kits that include non-book materials. 


At least one of the copies of a work that is sent to the National 
Library must be equal in quality to the best copies produced of 
that work. For example, when a bound edition and a paper 
edition are produced concurrently, at least one copy of the 
best edition must be deposited. 


By Periodical Publishers: Under the National Library Act, 
publishers are required to send to the National Library copies of 
those periodicals, annuals and other serial publications which 

a) have been wholly or partially manufactured in Canada, or 

b) have a Canadian publisher’s imprint on the title page or 
masthead. Two copies of each issue should be sent at the 
publisher’s expense, and without a specific request from the 
Library, within one week of publication. Only one copy is 
required of each issue of a periodical whose annual subscrip- 
tion rate exceeds fifty dollars. 


By Microform Publishers: Under the National Library Act, 
micropublishers are required to send to the National Library 
copies of those microform works published after January 1, 
1988 which a) have been wholly or partially manufactured in 
Canada, or b) on which a Canadian publisher's imprint appears. 
Two copies of each work should be sent at the publisher’s 
expense, and without a specific request from the Library, within 
one week of publication. Only one copy is required of each 
work whose retail value or annual subscription rate exceeds 
fifty dollars. 


By Record Companies: Under the National Library Act, re- 
cording companies are required to send to the National Library 
those phonograph records, audio tapes, compact discs and 
other sound recordings that have Canadian content or are of 
Canadian interest (for example, recordings with a Canadian 
composer, artist, conductor or orchestra, or similar Canadian 
connection), and are manufactured in Canada. One copy should 
be sent at the company’s expense, and without a specific 
request from the Library, within one week of release. 


HOW TO COMPLY WITH LEGAL DEPOSIT REGULATIONS? 


Publishers and recording companies are required by law to 
deposit copies of their publications and sound recordings with 
the National Library. To ensure that the deposit procedure func- 
tions as smoothly as possible, publishers and recording 
companies should: 


® send materials within one week of release; 


e include the National Library on their mailing list of organiza- 
tions and individuals that automatically receive review or 
promotional copies; 


¢ complete a “Publication for Listing in Canadiana’ form or 
“Sound Recording for Listing in Canadiana” form for each 
work sent to the National Library. A supply of these forms is 
available from the Library, with a supply of mailing labels. 


ee ee 
The National Library issues receipts for all materials deposited. 


Publishers based in the province of Quebec are also required 
to deposit copies of their publications with the Bibliotheque 
nationale du Québec. 


Legal deposit is not related to copyright. Questions about 
copyright should be directed to the Copyright and Industrial 
Design Branch, Department of Consumer and Corporate Affairs, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A OC9, telephone (819) 997-1726. 


To deposit materials, and obtain forms, mailing labels and 
further information, please contact the Canadiana Acquisi- 
tions Division and Legal Deposit Office at this address: 


National Library of Canada 

395 Wellington Street 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A ON4 

(819) 997-9565 
For information on the National Library’s other services and pro- 
grams for Canadian publishers and recording companies, con- 
tact at the address given above: 


Canadian ISBN Agency 


(819) 997-9565 
for information on ISBN 


ISDS Canada 
(819) 994-6895 
for information on ISSN 


CIP Program 
(819) 994-6881 


Canadiana Editorial Division 
(819) 994-6912 
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